
Dear WAC Arts, 

I am applying in advance for a bursary for my son, Fionn Bright, to attend the Saturday 
ukulele lessons at 12.45pm from the January term. Fionn will turn four on 17th December, 
so I understand he will be eligible to join from January. 

Fionn is a young carer for his older brother, Dáithí, who has Down syndrome, autism and 
significant additional needs. Dáithí is non-verbal and requires a very high level of supervision 
and support with everyday activities. I have attached a paediatrician's report as supporting 
evidence of his needs. 

Fionn would especially benefit from the ukulele lessons because having a regular activity 
that is entirely his own would give him an important opportunity to develop his confidence, 
creativity and independence outside of the caring environment at home. Inevitably, a great 
deal of our family's time and attention has to be devoted to meeting Dáithí's needs, and this 
has an impact on Fionn too. 

We are very conscious of making sure that Fionn has opportunities that are just for him, 
where he can have fun, develop his own interests and receive individual attention. He loves 
music, and I think the ukulele group would be a particularly positive and enjoyable outlet for 
him. 

A bursary would help us to ensure that the additional demands on our family do not limit 
Fionn's access to activities and opportunities of his own. 

Thank you very much for considering his application. 

Best wishes, 
Gráinne McLoughlin 

07824586212 
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